
KERPA’s Drive Friendly Document 
Our Emergency Response Physician Vehicles: ERV 1 & 2 

 

      Who We Are 

 
KERPA is a Canadian Registered Charity providing Emergency Response Physicians (ERPs) directly 
to the scene of critical or life-threatening 911 calls. 

• The Vehicle: Our physicians operate in dedicated emergency vehicles, ERV1 and ERV2. 
They are registered emergency services vehicles and are prominently marked, primarily 
orange with white and black accents. 

• Mission: These vehicles carry specialized, hospital-grade equipment to deliver life-saving 
medical care right at the roadside. 

 
Why We Use Lights and Sirens 
 
KERPA only responds to life-threatening 911 calls where immediate medical intervention is 
necessary. 

• Urgency: Using an emergency services vehicle is paramount to ensuring we reach the 
patient safely and rapidly. 

• Legal Requirement: When responding to a critical call, we are required by law to use our 
lights and sirens. Your cooperation helps us save precious time. 

 
What Calls Does KERPA Attend? 
 
KERPA physicians are dispatched to a wide variety of critical medical emergencies, including: 

• Cardiac Arrests 

• Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVAs) 

• Seizures 

• Drug Overdoses 

• Severe Allergic Reactions 

 
Hospital-Grade Care, Roadside 
 
Our vehicles carry advanced medical equipment often seen in a hospital Emergency Department 
(ED). This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Cardiac monitors and defibrillators 

• Portable ultrasound machines 

• Life-saving medications and IV fluids 

• Specialized trauma equipment (e.g., pelvic binders, femoral splints) 

 
Our Commitment to Safety: Training and Policy 
 
Safety is the highest priority for everyone at KERPA. Our Emergency Response Physicians (ERPs) 
are held to rigorous standards: 

• Mandatory Course: ERPs must complete an Emergency Vehicle Operations Course 
(EVOC) or equivalent every two years, which includes over 30 hours of instruction and 
practical driving exams. 

• Credentialing Review: Physicians must hold a valid BC driver's license and submit their 
ICBC Drivers Abstract yearly as part of their credentialing review. 

• Surface Standards Policy: Our extensive policy ensures our operators uphold exemplary 
conduct, remaining cognizant of their role as public servants to save lives and support 
other emergency services. 



         Action: What to Do When You See Our Lights and Sirens 

 
When you see or hear an ERV responding to an emergency, your quick, safe action is crucial. In 
British Columbia, motorists are required by law to take the following actions: 
 
Slow Down and Move Over – Driver Action Required 
 
Posted Speed Limit (Slow Down To) 
 
80 km/h or more 70 km/h 
 
Less than 80 km/h 40 km/h 
 

• If safe to do so, move your vehicle over to allow the emergency vehicle to pass. 
 
Learn More and Connect 
 
For more information about KERPA and the life-saving work we are doing, please visit our 
website and connect with us on social media: 

• Website: https://kerpa.org/ 

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/kerpa_response/ 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/KERPAkoots 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@kerpa_response 

https://kerpa.org/
https://www.instagram.com/kerpa_response/
https://www.facebook.com/KERPAkoots
https://www.youtube.com/@kerpa_response

